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As the needle points with unvarying constancy to the pole,
in like manner the camp of Greely, wherever it might be, was the
unvarying objective of the relief squadron. From start to finish
there was but one resolve in these ships, and to this the lives and
saered honor of the officers and men were loyally pledged.

The battle during the llth, 12th, 13th, and 14th of June with
the ice conditions varying with the winds or tides, or the attract-
iveness of leads, or the channels through it, resulted sometimes
in favor of one or the other. It resembled somewhat the sparring
for wind between two pugilists in a boxing contest, the main
purpose being to size up the opponent. Much risk had to be run
to gain more or less advantageous positions, and no thought could
be taken of dangers in a region where it is of no use to cross
bridges until they are reached. It resulted in a division of the
whaling fleet, the more conservative captains seeking safety by
regaining the Duck Islands, while the more dashing, like Guy in
the Arctic, Fairweather in the Aurora, and Burnett in the Wolf,
remained with the relief ships in the pack some twenty miles
northwest.

June 15th opened with more encouraging prospects, and
although the Thetis and Bear had gained an advantage of some
four miles over all the ships of the whaling fleet, a streak of bad
luck deprived them of some of its benefits, for the break that
came that day was nearer to the Arctic and Wolf than to the relief
ships, and by this bad luck several hours were lost in running
through a neck of ice into open water. The advantage of the
Arctic and the Wolf was only temporary, however, for after a
run of quite thirty-five or forty miles, they were overtaken in a
bight of the ice where further progress was not possible. The
last glimpse of the whalers beset to the eastward of the Duck
Islands was had just after the relief ships had gained the open
water leading to the northwest.

June 16th and 17th favored substantial advances. The large
open water spaces about the ships forced them into constant mo-
tion to avoid the drifting floes to escape being crushed. Tenta-
tive leads opened now and then to the southward and westward,
but when watched carefully with eyes which were now trained to
some extent in ice movements, the relief ships were not lured into
them. The Arctic, always dashing, could not resist the invitation,owed us outward. It was a demonstration of en-
